San Francisco Quilters Guild – January 2016
Website: www.sfquiltersguild.org Guild Contact: sfqg.info@gmail.com

H

appy New Year! I hope you had a very nice
holiday season and that 2016 is off to a great
start.
Santa brought me a new cutting mat, a new
package of sewing machine needles, and a new
rotary cutter blade. I am ready!
I’m grateful for the rain we’ve had—it helps
motivate me to stay home and quilt. It has also
been so cold that I’ve been enjoying working on
flannel quilts.

remember the one who made a quilt with fabrics she
bought in the 1970s? In your own way, each of you
inspire me. Besides the many quilts that want to be
made, we have several opportunities for participation
and involvement in our Guild. There are currently
openings for committee chairpersons (see the list later
in the newsletter), plus involvement on existing teams
or special projects. I hope each of you make a block (or
several) for our Opportunity Quilt. Kits will be
available at the January meeting—and we still want a
coordinator to guide this project.

I still have a long list of UFOs that I am continuing
I look forward to a great year together.
to finish . . . and a far too large stash of fabrics I
Happy Quilting,
intend to sew up. I was impressed recently during
Jane Strem
Show and Tell that one of our members made a
king-sized quilt from her stash of fabrics . . . and
      

January 19th: Sheila Collins “ F r o m F ashio n D esign er to G r aph ic D es igne r to F ab ric A r tis t ”

When it comes to careers, Sheila Collins is something of a shape-shifter, changing her

profession every decade or so. Most recently she has combined her background in fashion
design and graphic design with her love of sewing to focus on dimensional fabric art that is
bright, cheerful, and fun. Over the past four years she has participated in some fifty juried
art festivals, exhibiting and selling her work. And recently she has added speaking
engagements and workshops to her professional mix. www.sheilacollins.us

February 16th: Rachel Clark “ Clothing for the Body & Soul”; & “Out of the Crayon Box ”

Enjoy a fashion show accompanied by anecdotes on the “hows and whys” of these unique,

Rachel-made garments. The show will include a variety of garments: coats, jackets, and
vests. Also included in this lecture–fashion show is a look at Rachel’s latest project, “Out
of the Crayon Box,” a celebration of that first box of crayons you got when you were going
back to school. Each crayon is represented by a coat commemorating its color.
www.rdkc.com

    

T he S ewcial S cene

Sewcials are an important part of our guild. Here’s where we learn new techniques, and relearn those old

techniques, share our creativity with each other, and just have fun. A supply list will be provided when you
sign up (full supply list at guild meeting or on website). In addition to the supply list for each Sewcial, please
bring: extension cord, cutting board, rotary cutter, sewing machine, rulers, fabric, etc. Arrive about fifteen
minutes before the start of the workshop (9:45 A.M.) to set up and get directions so that we can begin on time.
Remember, there are no refunds for cancellations. For the comfort of all, please attend Sewcials “fragrancefree.” Feel free to bring your lunch or there are several places to eat within walking distance. Please pay fees
when you sign up in advance for Sewcials. For more info contact Cathy Miranker <Cathy@Miranker.com>.
There will be a one-time change of venue; this Sewcial will not be held at the Police Academy (they have a
state-mandated training that day). It’s at the Community Room at the Ingleside Police Station, 1 Sgt John V
Young Street. So you may want to allow a little extra drive time.

January 23rd; 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. ................................ Night into Day . . . Zipper into Artwork

Now’s the time to register for our first Sewcial of the new year! Sheila Collins has this

to say about her fascinating class: “I love the implied motion that a zipper provides, and
by combining it with one of my favorite subjects (the sun), you can create the transition
of night into day. My construction technique is fusible appliqué and we’ll be working in
layers. The finished piece is glued to a painted canvas to be hung on your wall. It will be
a fun day of playing with fabric in a different way. I invite you to join us!”

New Low Price for Sewcials! Starting this month, the cost of all Sewcial workshops

is dropping to $50 ($65 for nonmembers). This price cut represents a yearlong
experiment adopted by the guild’s board of directors and is intended to encourage more
sign-ups for Sewcials. Classes need a minimum of ten participants, and students must pay for the class when
they sign up—no exceptions. You can read more about the new pricing policy on our website.
Upcoming Speakers and Sewcials: We have a terrific line-up of speakers and Sewcial instructors in 2016.
Details and lots of photos are already up on our website. Here’s a handy chart that shows you the year’s
programs at a glance:

Month
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September

2016 Speakers
Sheila Collins
Rachel Clarke
Nancy Bardach
Carol Van Zandt
Laura Fraga
Tish Chung
Freddy Moran
Kevin Kosbab
The Pixeladies

2016 Sewcial Instructor and Class Title
Sheila Collins: Night Into Day . . . Zipper into Artwork
none
Nancy Bardach: Starting a New Quilt & Improving as You Go
Ursula Kern: From Fabric Collage to Quilt
Laura Fraga: Journey with Dear Jane
Community Outreach
Freddy Moran: Patchwork Collage
Kevin Kosbab: AlphaBlocks
Thom Atkins: Beading for Quilters

      

C ommunity O utreach N ews

“I will make a quilt out of any fabric in any design that comes to mind.”

Meet Louise Jackson who has kindly volunteered to take over the preemie-quilt portion of Community

Outreach. Louise has been sewing since she was six, but didn’t make her first quilt until 1995, even though
her mother and grandmother were quilters. She makes most of her charity quilts using simple traditional
designs with scrappy colors and fabrics from her stash, and has made several large quilts for family members
using coordinated colors and complex designs. She also sews tote bags, grocery bags, fleece scarves, and she
knits and crochets hats and scarves for homeless people. She has been a member of our guild for four years
and is also a member of the African American Quilt Guild of Oakland.
Outreach Statistics
• Thirty-seven pillowcases delivered to UCSF
Benioff Children’s Hospital PICU

• Eleven preemie quilts were delivered to CPMC
by Louise Jackson.

• Eight quilts of various sizes delivered to Julie
Scribner for victims of Lake County’s Valley Fire.

• Three baby/lap quilts were delivered to Marie
Contreras for her mom to tie for us.

Quilts in Waiting
Nine quilts with backs and batting are waiting and waiting for someone to quilt them . . . Seven are large and
could be longarmed or quilted on your home machine, depending upon your skills. One
32" x 48" and one 46" x 56" could easily be done on a home
machine. It is such a shame that they are still waiting to be
quilted and not warming a stranger in our love and
compassion. Can you help?
Preemie Quilts
CPMC has given out the last preemie quilt!! We desperately
need more. Please fore up your sewing machines and start
cranking them out. Bring the finished quilts to the January
guild meeting.
above left: John Maxwell’s quilt for fire victims; above right: Betty McNeil’s outreach quilt

      
submitted by Martha Schwarz

2016 E vents C alendar

January 21–24 ...................................................................................................................... “Road to California”
Ontario Convention Center, 2000 E. Convention Center Way, Ontario. Info: www.road2ca.com
January 30................................................................................................................ “Velda Newman workshop”
Mt. Tamalpais Quilt Guild hosts this workshop at Aldersgate Methodist Church, 1 Wellbrock Heights, San
Rafael. Cost to nonmembers $75 + $15 paints fee. To register contact Ruth at rgeorgevits@yahoo.com
February 6–7............................................................................Turlock Quilt Guild presents “Threads of Beauty”
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, 900 E. Broadway, Turlock.
February 18–20...................................................................................................... Quilt, Craft & Sewing Festival
San Mateo Event Center, Fiesta Hall, 1346 Saratoga Drive, San Mateo. www.quiltcraftsew.com
through February 21 ............................................................................................. Stunning Contemporary Quilts
Oakland Museum of California, 1000 Oak Street (@ 10th Street), Oakland. Vibrant, boldly unique quilts expand the notion
of craft in yo-yos and half squares. Info: www.museumca.org
February 27–28...........................................................Pajaro Valley Quilt Association “Quilt Show and Auction”
Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds, 2601 E. Lake Ave., Watsonville. www.pvqa.org
February 27–28..................................................... Foothill Quilters Guild present “Fruit of Our Love and Labor”
Gold Country Fairgrounds, 1273 High Street, Auburn. www.foothillquilters.org
through February 28 ........................................................................ Royal Hawaiian Featherwork: Nā Hulu Ali‘i
de Young Museum. Explore the distinctive art, culture, and history of Hawai’i with rare and stunning examples of the
finest featherwork capes and cloaks in existence. famsf.org
through February 28 .......................................... The Russian River Watershed in Fabric: Altered Points of View
San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles, 520 S. First Street, San Jose. This exhibit includes nineteen pieces from the 2015
quilt challenge by Sonoma’s Pointless Sisters. sjquiltmuseum.org
March 19–20 .....................................................................Voices in Cloth 2016: Extraordinary Quilts by the Bay
East Bay Heritage Quilters. Craneway Pavilion, 1414 Harbor Way South, Richmond. www.ebhq.org

      

J ob O pportunity: Sewing Teacher and Sales Available

We are a sewing school in the Richmond at 7th and Clement

(see our website at www.weescotty.com) looking for an
enthusiastic, passionate, skilled sewer who can help others
(mainly children) share the wonderful experience of creating,
designing, and sewing. I am looking for an educator that will
join our team. You will be trained in our Wee Scotty teaching
methods. We have all the equipment and tools needed to teach, with top-of-the-line class sewing machines,
fabrics, etc. Position would also include retail sales of our Husqvarna Viking sewing machines. Opportunity
would include full training on complete line of machines. I plan to hire for long-term basis.
Compensation includes minimum wage, adjustable based on experience and skills, with possibility of
commission for machine sales. Hours vary depending on class signups. Part-time, 24–40 hours a week, adjustable for responsibilities. Send résume today (contact@weescotty.com), tell us your experience and interest.

      

QUILT S an F rancisco 2017 : A M essage

submitted by Lee Schulstad

from the

C hai r, L ee S chulstad

The kickoff meeting for planning the 2017 show will be on Saturday, February 6 at the SF Police Academy
10 A .M.–12 NOON. Please join me for this all-important meeting. This is your opportunity to help shape the
content of our 2017 show. I know you have ideas and opinions about what should and shouldn’t be part of the
show—a few of the hot-button issues this time around are: featured artists (a guild member? An outside
artist? Both? Whom to invite?); judging (should we have judging? ribbons?); should we have vendors? (a nobrainer because historically vendor fees have paid the rent for the facility); what if nobody steps up to the
plate to chair the vendor committee?; what can we be doing on social media to promote the show and who is
going to do it?
My own personal hot-button issue at this moment is: who is going to do all the things that need to be done to
mount this show? Why not you? You’re an intelligent, competent person, and the show could really use your
talents and abilities.
True confession #1: I am not an arm-twister recruiter. I like the US Army recruitment method: volunteers,
not draftees. True confession #2: I really, really, really dislike the phrase “giving back.” It implies that we all
owe a debt to our community or group for benefits, perceived or not, that we have already received. It has
been my experience that the real benefits we receive from our community or group are those we get after we
have given. There is no debt screaming to be repaid, but a huge dividend paid to us when we give. (You know
I’m not talking about money here, or material things; I’m talking about when you give of yourself.) So no
sappy chirpy “here’s your chance to give back” cr&% (sorry, sometimes I don’t talk nice) here.
Over the past few years, I have attended every quilt show I possibly could, from those presented by
neighboring guilds to as far away as the Best of the Valley show in Lindsay (south of Fresno), the Seven
Sisters show in San Luis Obispo, and the San Diego Quilt Show. Each group has its own ethos. Having seen so
many shows, I was, frankly, gobsmacked (is that a great word or what?) by our Guild’s show in 2015. I’ve
been told that one of the visitors to that show remarked that we had set the bar very high, and I agree. We did.
Let’s do it again.
Please feel free to contact me anytime about the quilt show. My cell phone number is (206) 226-3960. Sorry
about the Seattle area code, but I am blessed with an unlimited data plan, so feel free to send text messages.
My email address is LRS303@gmail.com. See you February 6 at 10 o’clock sharp.
      

S ave

submitted by Becky Simpson

the

D ate — N ew M ember S ocial M ay

15

All members welcome—new member social on May 15. More information to follow.
      

M emories of S usan S chwarting
✄My good friend lives around the corner from Susan’s old apartment so I drive pass frequently. I’m not sure
if I will ever stop looking up to Susan’s window and being surprised that her lace curtain is gone.
✄Her generosity of time and talents to the guild. She started and for several years she made beautiful,
embroidered, and treasured ribbons for the quilt show. I still have the placemat and chicken pincushion she
made for all attendees of Quiltaway over the years.
✄I would most like to mention how generous she was to me. Before she moved she called me up and offered
me several bags of her fabric to be used for school or community projects. I picked up the fabrics, and between
myself and my sewing circle we have incorporated many of them into community-service projects. (When we
are making community quilts, one of us will sometimes comment, “That’s a Susan fabric”).
✄She made many specialty items for guild members over the years (the chicken pincushion and thread
catcher come to mind).
✄She attended every Quiltaway that I went to, and one year made enough chicken pincushions for everyone
who also attended!

✄She was a fine baker (breads and sweets both), and a prolific quilter.
✄I had heard over the grapevine that one year Susan had mentioned that she liked flamingos, so to be
obnoxious and (slightly) funny I was very careful to get her an awesome Secret Pal gift plus something
flamingo-related! For her birthday I made her a card using flamingo-picture clip art. I knew all of those
flamingos were driving her crazy! It was great fun . . .
✄I missed Susan when she moved away near Sacramento; when I heard of her untimely death I was
profoundly saddened and missing her even more.
✄We were part of the original SFQG Secret Pal 1993 program (I had her in 1997–98) and I’ll never see
flamingos without thinking of her.
✄She once wrote that she works impulsively with little planning, and that while working as a legal secretary
she would stay up too late and get up early to have more time to quilt.
✄Susan and I became members of SFQG in the same year . . . in our many years, we have participated in
almost every facet of its history and our lives have easily crossed threads many times, stitching a lasting
friendship . . . Thank you, Susan for all that you have given to SFQG.
✄She was my friend. We sewed together in a Sewing Circle and made many quilts with and for each other. We
mailed Round Robin projects back and forth after she moved and would share email pictures all the time of
our latest creations. One year we attended PIQF and stayed at the hotel where we turned our room into a
sewing studio. When we weren’t in class, we were sewing in the room! Did the same in Reno one weekend too!
We had fabric fun together and I have been missing her since she moved . . . and more now.
      

Q uiltaway N ews: I f Y ou’re G oin g

to

Q uiltawa y.

. .

Quiltaway is February 25–28. Find out online about advance preparation and supplies for your workshops;
just click the .pdf listed with each workshop on the Quiltaway page on the guild website.

If you’re participating in the group purchase of patterns and/or rulers for classes by Karla Alexander and
Laura Nownes, please bring cash or a check to the January meeting to reimburse Cathy Miranker. If you
missed out on the group purchase, see Cathy about contacting the instructors for individual purchases.
Please volunteer your help during Quiltaway. We’ll have a sign-up sheet at the January meeting.
We’ve lined up a terrific vendor for Quiltaway—Second Chance Fabrics—with shopping hours on Thursday
afternoon and evening and again on Friday, through early afternoon.
Last Chance to Register for Quiltaway: There’s still room for both day students and overnight students (for
three or four nights) and space in classes by Denise Oyama Miller, Laura Nownes, and Karla Alexander. See
the Quiltaway page on the guild website for class details. Register online or give your paper form and check to
Barb Strick or Cathy Miranker at the January meeting.
      

Q uiltaway P ostcard C hallenge—

Theme: Wish You Were Here—Wish I Was There

submitted by Your Postcard Challenge Team—Gloria M, Kenan S., and Janet M.

Something new at Quiltaway! Instead of the 9" potholder exchanges of previous years, we have decided to

challenge Quiltaway participants to make postcards! You will all receive a package that contains: (pick up at
the January meeting or we will mail)
●

THREE 4" x6" pieces of Fast2Fuse Heavyweight

●

TWO paper-stock postcard backs

●

General postcard instructions

Make one themed postcard (w/back) to bring to and turn in at Quiltaway. Make one (w/back) for you to keep
for your own use. Make one (unfinished) for the guild’s future sales at meetings and events. Okay to turn in at
Quiltaway. (If you do not make all three, please return unused postcard-base fabrics)
At Quiltaway we will log in your entry and display them in various group areas. Attendees will vote for their
favorite entry based on theme. On the last day, all postcards will be distributed by raffle to other attendees.
Make one and you will get one to take home! Feel free to write a message and sign this postcard as well.
Thanks for playing!

      

E mbroiderers’ G uild

of

A merica SF

Algerian Eye Hearts February 16, 2016, 10 A.M.–1 .M. at Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church, 31st

Avenue and Clement. An heart outline cross-stitched in isolation or repetition using a
couple of yards of any weight thread that can be hand-stitched will furnish
framework for a filling stitch called the Algerian Eye. This class will be SF EGA
member-taught. One of the benefits of membership in this educational, nonprofit
volunteer organization is a quarterly full-color magazine, Needle Arts, from which the
charted instructions were published years ago as part of a band sampler. The heart
boundaries are a difference in our presentation from classic texts, e.g., 1934 Mary
Thomas’s Dictionary of Embroidery Stitches, of the straight stitches pulled tightly to
form a squared eyelet into a center of geometric patterns. Contrasting thread color
can be used for this filling stitch step and is most easily worked with a blunt pointed
tapestry needle on even-weave fabric or canvas background. Come see what it is all
about, or start your prorated $17 membership through March 31, via
<sf.ega13@gmail.com> with inquiries to Membership Chrm. Christine Anderson, or checks payable to SF EGA
sent to her at 3327 Scott Street, San Francisco, CA 94123-2013.
      

S an F rancisco Q uilters G uild M eeting I nformation

 Meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month (except the November and December meetings are on the
2nd Tuesday) at 7:15 P.M. at the Chinese 7th Day Adventist Church, 7777 Geary Blvd. Doors open @ 6:30 P.M.
 Guests pay $5 admission, and all are welcome.
 Please bring: library books; name tag; sew and tell; secret-pal gift; friendship blocks, block of the month.
 Board meetings are usually held the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 P.M.
 Sewcials are generally held the Saturday following the guild meeting, 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. at Police Academy.
      

N ewsletter S ubmissions

The San Francisco Quilters Guild publishes a monthly newsletter. Current members receive newsletters

electronically by email, by picking them up at the guild meetings, or by having them mailed to your home. The
deadline for newsletter submissions is the first Tuesday of the month of publication (the November newsletter
deadline is one week earlier, and there is no newsletter in December). All submissions must be pre-edited.
Please email news, articles, and event notices to Ginger Ashworth, sfqc.editor.gingerashworth@gmail.com. For
advertising, email file, then send check to SFQG, P.O. Box 27002, San Francisco, CA 94127. We accept
advertising relevant to our membership. For members the 1/8 page rate is $20/month, the 1/4 page rate is
$40. For nonmembers, $25 and $45 respectively. A three-month run is encouraged.
      

B oard M embers

President:

Vice President:

Treasurer:

Secretary:

Parliamentarian:

Jane Strem

Janet Mednick

Gloria Miller

Sheila Solomon

Claudia Shearer

(415) 847-7080

(415) 509-6027

(415) 387-6508

(415) 566-8326

(415) 759-1552

jlstrem@gmail.com

janetrmednick@gmail.com

gloriamillersf@gmail.com

sheilasalomon@comcast.net

csjshearer@gmail.com

C ommittee M embers

California Heritage Quilt Project Rep.
Caroline Lieberman
Communications Chair Ginger Ashworth, Barbara Strick
Community Outreach Adrienne Hickman
Email Monitor Barbara Strick
Friendship Blocks Pat Knapp
Historian Jeanie Low
Hospitality open
Librarian Cher delaMere
Library Special Projects Dani Lawler
Mailbox Martha Schwarz
Membership Martha Schwartz
Membership Database Dani Lawler

NCQC Representatives Laraine Salmon
Newsletter Calendar Martha Schwarz
Newsletter Editor Ginger Ashworth
Newsletter Mailing Jane Yamada
Opportunity Quilt 2016–2017 open
Photographer Nancy Clock
Program Team Carol Cislowski, Cathy Miranker
QUILT Show 2017 Lee Schulstadt
Quiltaway 2016 Barbara Strick, Cathy Miranker
Saturday Sewcials Cathy Miranker
Secret Pals Dottie McHugh, Joan House
Website Manager Barbara Strick

      

please patronize our

A ffiliates

QuiltWorks and ThriftStitch

Always Quilting

Kit Morse, Julie McAuliffe
4230 Olympic Avenue; San Mateo 94403
(650) 458-8580
www.alwaysquiltingonline.com

Broadway Quilts
20525 Broadway
Sonoma; 95476; (707) 938-7312
www.broadwayquilts.com

Dorcas Hand Quilters

St. John’s Presbyterian Church
25 Lake Street; SF 94118
(415) 826-0870; aldwj@sbcglobal.net

Laura Lee Fritz, Longarm Quilting
1030-A Railroad Avenue; Novato 94945
(415) 320-4369
www.LauraLeeFritz.com

2189 Bayshore Blvd., #101; SF 94134
(415) 656-1607; www.quiltworks.org

Scruffy Quilts

Nina Ashton
11 37th Avenue; San Mateo 94403
(650) 274-0292
ScruffyQuilts.com
Sips n Sews
1144 Sutter St.
San Francisco, CA 94109
(415) 814-2036
info@SipsnSews.com

Serge.a.Lot • Sherri Stratton
1949 Ocean Avenue; SF 94127
(415) 715-8405
www.sergealot.com

Stonemountain & Daughter Fabrics
2518 Shattuck Ave; Berkeley 94704
(510) 845-6106
www.stonemountainfabric.com

F or S ale

Bernina 1130 sewing machine would be perfect for the experienced quilter, the most
experienced seamstress, or a very lucky beginner. As you can see in the picture it comes with
all the options including a wide selection of presser feet. $800. Contact Stuart Ruth (415)
387-7176.

M embership A pplication

Membership runs from the beginning of October to the end of September. Just fill in the form below and mail it
in, or if you want to pay with PayPal, go to our website and follow the prompts. Forms must be in by the end of
December for inclusion in the Directory that is published in February.
Membership Categories:
■ Full Membership $35
■ Junior Membership (up to age 18) $25
■ Newsletter only $10
■ Affiliate $50
■ Donation $________
■ Cash, or Check # _______

May we include you in our Guild Directory,
published in February? Our Directory is for guild
use only. Please check only one:
■ Name, phone, street, and email addresses
■ Name and phone number only
■ Name and email address only
■ Name, phone number, and email
■ No entry

San Francisco Quilters Guild
P.O. Box 27002
San Francisco, CA 94127

■ Renewal

■ New Member

name _________________________________
address _______________________________
city _______________ state____ zip_______
phone _________________________________
email _________________________________
Please check one:
I prefer to receive my newsletter by
■ email OR ■ hard copy

